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OVER THE EDITOR'S TRAIN SHEET 


The tearing up of narrow gauge lines for transfer to 
places were the rails and equipment are more urgently needed 
will soon find only one narrow gauge common carrier left in 
this state. The S.P. narrow gauge line in the Owens Valley has 
been busy serving the Jap evacuation center, but the Nevada 
County, Pacific Coast and Arcata & Mad River have been torn 
up. Even the Denver and Rio Grande Western has given seven 
engines to the war effort and may sacrifice several stretches of 
narrow gauge track to the new line to Alaska which it is be- 
lieved will be narrow gauge. 

The unexpected decision of the voters in San Francisco 
not to purchase the Market Street Railway was a blow to 
transit plans in that city and is cited by many as an example 
of cutting off ones nose to spite someone elses face. Certainly 
public ownership was not an issue as the San Francisco Mun- 
icipal Railway has proved itself worthy, but rather a wide- 
spread dislike for the Market Street Railway and a belief that 
the purchase would benefit that special interests. Handicap- 
ped as it is by unsympathic public, the Market Street Railway 
will be unable to handle the traffic in the same efficient man- 
ner which a unified system might. 

Further rail developments in the East Bay area are ex- 
pected following the opening of the Richmond-Oakland rail 
route. An extension of street railway service over the 7th street 
tracks to the Moore shipyards in being surveyed, and it is not 
unlikely that some additional street cars may be acquired. 
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Richmond via the Scenic Slough Route 
~ By ELMER CUMMING 


Double track has been installed 
in Richmond from the main ship- 
yards for about 10 blocks paral- 
leling Cutting Blvd., about 300 
feet south. Track work has stop- 
ped temporarily until the corner 
of a hill is excavated for the 
right-of-way. Further along near 
S.P.’s Stege Station more track 
laying is in progress. At the 
same time wooden poles are be- 
ing erected in the center of the 
track for double suspension sim- 
ilar to the former Northbrae line. 


By the looks of it, work has 


finally started on the Southern 
Pacific overpass near the Albany 
auto overpass; which will drop 


down and go under the auto road 
immediately after crossing the 
S.P. 


From Codornices Creek on 9th 
Street to the junction at Ashby 
Avenue and San Pablo, double 
trolley wire has been strung and 
insulated as of October 20, 1942. 

From Ashby Avenue, along San 
Pablo to Grayson Street the line 
is double-tyacked with heavy 
duty grooved street-car rail but 
converges to single rail along 
Grayson street, and back to 
double rail on 9th street. The 
Single track section will be con- 
trolled by block signals. San 
Pablo switch is standard street- 
car switch while 9th street has a 
railroad spring switch. The curb- 
ing at 9th and Grayson had to be 
trimmed off to clear the cars on 
the turn. Signal relay boxes on 
the poles have that second-hand 


look. For varieties of trolley 
poles, this line will take the cake: 
San Pablo street light poles of 
cast iron; standard street-car 
poles; the square  lattice-work 
poles used by the IER for their 
high tension lines; and the wood- 
en poles near Richmond. Count 
them .. . four altogether. Who 
knows, maybe along Codornices 
Creek they might use a tree or 
something. 

Paving was started on San 
Pable Avenue after the rails were 
bonded and_ insulated for the 
signal circuits. It will probably 
be finished before this reaches 
publication. 


Near the new Administration 
building at 40th and San Pablo, 
another building is in process of 
erection but there is no telling 
what’s cooking for this area. All 
the cars on the storage and wash 
tracks at the Key shops have 
been removed and the _ tracks 
ripped up—whether for the need 
of new rails or to make a pass- 
enger terminal, I don’t know. 
Most of the cars are stored in 
the freight yard. No work is be- 
ing done at Hollis and Yerba 
Buena as yet. 

Priorities, I hear, might hold 
up the cars somewhat due _ to 
strap iron needed to support the 
pantagraphs (also pilots) and for 
gray paint. At last count there 
were about four cars equipped 
with pantagraphs. 

It was a kick to see the switch 
crew that brought up a cut of 
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cars to the shops, when they took 
about 10’ minutes to pull the pin 
from one of the couplers. Also 
one of the air pumps started to 
smoke, so we shouldn’t be too 
surprised if they have a few 
breakdowns. 

On 9th street, between Parker 
and Dwight Way on the east side 
is what looks like a power sub- 
station for this line. Unverified 
as yet; only clue was the fact 
that a Key System truck was 
back up in the lot where a build- 
ing full of equipment is being 
installed. 


(The following is a later report, 
‘and may, obviously, supersede 
some of the foregoing copy.) 

Double-track has been put in 
as far as the Albany over-pass 
except for gaps here and there. 
The track right-of-way has been 
extended from the end of the 
East Shore Highway, near the 
shipyards, over to Cutting Blvd., 
thence to within two blocks of 
the Richmond Natatorium (swim- 
ming pool to you), where it looks 
like the terminal will be. All of 
this is double track. 

All of the piling for the rail 
Overpass has just about been put 
in while the south approach has 
been having the cross-stringers 
installed for the roadbed. Con- 
crete abutments are located each 
side of the Southern Pacific 
tracks obviously to support steel 
girders. 

Paving along San Pablo has 
been completed, with the Gray- 
son street cut-over yet to be 
paved. Signals for the blocks 


have been installed and are just 
about to be completed. They con- 
sist of a combination of General 









Railway and Union Switch equip- 
ment; second-hand. of, course. 

The signals consist of three in- 
dication lights. Red; blinking yel- 
low for clear; and steady yellow 
to indicate to a following train 
that it can enter the block as 
the train ahead is going in the 
same direction. 

Heavier trolley wire is being 
put in place of the smaller wire, 
which was used for the street 
cars, between Ashby avenue and 
40th and San Pablo avenue, to 
the transfer depot. 

As it might be taboo to men- 
tion the location of power sta- 
tions and such, I’ll just mention 
that there are three sub-stations 
equi-distant along the right-of- 
way. 

As I understand it, all or part 
of the equipment was taken from 
the pier substations. 

After the 9th street line gets as 
far as Codornices Creek, it cuts 
across a vegetable patch on a 
diagonal, to reach the rail over- 
pass alongside the government’s 
research building property. In- 
stead of a cornfield meet in case 
of a wreck, we will have a vege- 
table meet. 

The main contractor installing 
this line is Eaton & Smith, gen- 
eral contractors who are leasing 
the facilities of the Key System; 
also the service autos left over 
from the IER. 

An historical note creeps into 
this saga, to the effect that this 
will be the first interurban line 
ever to run in Richmond. 


(As reported Nov. 22, 1942.) 

IRT cars have been numbered 
from 501 to 508 and are painted 
grey with green interior. Several 
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more cars have been sprouting 
pantagraphs lately so the steel 
shortage isn’t too acute. 

Correction: There are four sub- 
stations, not three as reported. 

It’s the opinion of several 
workmen that the line won’t be 
running by Dec. 1, and from the 
looks of things, I’m inclined to 
agree. For instance, the block 
signal system out along the line; 
stringing of trolley; trackwork 
yet to be done; cars to be con- 
ditioned and so on into the fu- 
ture. 

Correction: The terminal will 
not be at the end of Cutting 
Blvd. as stated, but it converges 
to single track at Cutting Blvd. 
and S. 3rd Street and turns south 
towards the bay where it reaches 
as far as the furthest shipyard. 

Single light target signals are 
being used along the right of 
way instead of the old Key 
semaphores. 


Work started Wednesday, Nov. 
18, on a single loading platform 
at 40th St. west of Hollis Street, 
paralleling the San Francisco Key 
tracks. 

At 40th and San Pablo there 
are two loading platforms, a 
short one and a long one. After 
the storage tracks were taken 
out, the shop track was replaced 
for shopping Key units. 


(Still later reports.) 

New Yawk cars numbered and 
painted to date are as high as 
515. They are sprouting out like 
mushrooms. Quite a few panta- 
graphs installed to date. 

IER line trucks acquired and 
in use on Richmond line, having 
been bought by Scott-Buttner. 


Trolley Trivia 


All. overhead trolley wire is 
or has been removed from the 
bridge as. this item would be 
harder to get than the third rail 
that could be salvaged. Work 
started either Sunday or Monday 
morning, November 8 or 9th, 1942. 

Work cars were especially 
equipped to handle this job: flat 
car No. 5010 was built up with 
a false-work platform the full 
length of the car for the work- 
men to stand on, with hinged 
fences similar to line-cars. Equip- 
ped with lights underneath for 
night work. Fire car No. 1204, 
equipped with two electric chain 
drive reels for taking in the 
trolley wire. Tower line-car No. 
1218 had third-rail shoes added 
to negotiate without the trolley 
pole on the Bay Bridge. 

The Key System pier is almost 
cleaned off of surface equipment 
such as buildings and other mis- 
cellany. i 

The demolition of the _ pier 
makes it unnecessary to keep 
fire-car No. 1204 at its Hollis 
Street terminal any longer and 
has been placed in the car-barn 
yards at present. 

The north approach to the 16th 
street depot has also been razed 
except for the pilings. 

Four cars of the IER still left 
at the Bechtel Co. in San Leandro. 

All five cars of the Sacramento 
Northern have been painted or- 
ange and silver, acquired a Key 
System emblem, and are now 
stored in the yards waiting for 
business. Numbered from 495 to 
499; former number of the type 
271 cars that were built as in- 
terurban cars in the old days. 
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MY FAVORITE 
RAIL-PHOTO 


(Continued from page 1) 





This favorite of mine represents 
something which is fast disap- 
pearing, the local passenger train. 
This- picture of Northwestern 
Pacific train number 2, “The Day 
Train”, was taken on March 21st 
of this year. The schedule was 
supposed to have been suspended 
the following day, but received 
a reprieve until May 11. Train 
No. 2 had just pulled out of the 
hole after meeting X2793 south 
at Novato and engine 142 is 
wheeling her towards Petaluma. 
These local trains are fast dis- 
appearing all over the country 
and it is difficult for the fan to 
photograph a one-car passenger 
train in operation today. 


Seen in the background of this 


picture are two railfans (also 
fast disappearing) who accom- 
panied me on the trip  photo- 


graphing what was supposed to 
be the next to last trip of No. 2. 
They are Bob Langevin and Bill 
Billings (now with the U.S. mer- 
chant marine). Our trip that day 
included a trip over the Peta- 
luma & Santa Rosa, but that is 
another story. 
— pee 


WHEEL CLICKS, long avail- 
able only to members of Los 
Angeles’ Railroad Boosters, may 
now be purchased by non-mem- 
bers at the subscription rate of 
75c per year or 15c per single 
copy. Address: Railroad Boosters, 
518 Pacific Electric Building, 
Los Angeles, California. 


NORTHERN CAL PREPARES 
FOR WAR EMERGENCY 


At the last meeting the war 
emergency amendment was pass- 
ed revising the club organization 
for the duration. Mr. Theodore 
Gibson was elected chairman 
and Francis Guido appointed 
Vice Chairman to carry on club 
business. Hereafter regular meet- 
ings will be held every second 
Saturday evening of each month 
at 8:00 p.m. at a place to be des- 
ignated by the chairman—next 
December 12th at home of Bill 
Dessert, 1228 Laguna, Burling- 
ame, Calif—at which all mem- 
bers shall have equal vote and 
a majority at the meeting will 
carry. Only one type of member- 
ship will be offered for the dura- 
tion and dues will be 75c per 
year in advance. This payment 
will include the Western Rail- 
roader. The amendment also 
provides that any member going 
into the armed forces will re- 
main in good standing for the 
duration without payment of 
further dues. 

a ro 


R&LHS OFFICERS 

The Pacific Coast Chapter of 
the Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Society has elected the 
following officers for the year 
1942-43: J. E. Turner, chairman; 
G. M. Best, vice-chairman; S. F. 
Meritt, secretary-treasurer; and 
D. L. Joslyn, editor-historian. 

an aoc 


S.P. gas-electric car No. 11, 
which was formerly on the North- 
western Pacific day run above 
Willits, is now being used on the 
SP’s Bowie-Globe run in Arizona. 





THE | 


MORE 
PACIF 





334, 3 
374-37 


more 
comin; 
origin< 
to the 
Portla: 
cars a 
shop } 
out 1¢ 
trollie: 
appeal 
put in 
San F 
(ex-N 


RO 

The 
Santa 
by the 
metal 
once , 
termir 
Santa 
service 
ville . 


Oak 
had a 
or six 
Navy 
switch 
Termi: 
doing 
the tin 
it wa: 





war 
aASS- 
tion 
lore 
man 
nted 
club 
eet- 
ond 
onth 
des- 
next 


ing- 
em- 
and 
will 
ber- 
ura- 
per 
nent 
Rail- 
also 
roing 
re- 
the 


- of 
otive 
1 the 
year 
‘man; 
S. F. 

and 
n. 


» 11, 
orth- 
above 
n the 
izona. 





THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


Page Seven. 





MORE IER CARS GO TO 
PACIFIC ELECTRIC 

In addition to the 
twenty cars men- 
tioned in the last 
issue, thirty more 
Interurban Electric 
Railway cars have 
been received by 
the Pacific Electric. Now at the 
Torrance shops are numbers 313- 
320, 322, 324, 325, 327, 329-331, 
334, 335, 338, 339, 350, 368-372, 
374-376, 378, and 381. Twenty 
more IER cars are said to be 
coming south, but twenty trailers 
originally announced to be sent 
to the PE have been sent to 
Portland, Oregon. Twenty IER 
cars are now going through the 
shop having their couplers moved 
out 10 inches and fitted with 
trollies. They will be similar in 
appearance to the 4500’s recently 
put in service on the Long Beach, 
San Pedro and Santa Ana lines 
(ex-NWP cars). 

ae" en 

ROUNDHOUSE SCRAPPED 
The 50-year old roundhouse at 
Santa Cruz has been torn down 
by the Southern Pacific for scrap 
metal and equipment. The house 
once saw much duty when the 
terminal was the end of the 
Santa Cruz branch, but now all 
service operates out of Watson- 
ville Junction. 

SS 

Oakland Terminal No. 4 has 
had a cold boiler for the last five 
or six months, ever since the 
Navy took over control of the 
Switching at the Outer Harbor 
Terminal. Both electric locos are 
doing the present switching. All 
the time they had the Schrader 5 
it wasn’t used once. 





TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD 
SOLD TO SCRAPPER 

The Tonopah and Goldfield 
running from Mina, Nev., to 
Goldfield, Nev., has been sold by 
the Tonopah Mining company to 
the Dulien Steel Products com- 
pany. The company denies inten- 
tion of scrapping the 110-mile 
long line which runs_ through 
what was once some of the 
world’s richest mining deposits. 


The Dulien Steel Products 
company recently purchased the 
Port San Luis’ Transportation 


company (Pacific Coast Ry.), the 
Nevada County Narrow Gauge 
Railroad and the Silverton and 
Northern Railway, all of which 
are now being torn up. All of the 
latter roads are narrow gauge, 
but the T&G is standard gauge 
and is reported to be a vital link 
in a proposed line to Las Vegas 
mentioned in previous issues. 
a * 

REPORT FROM WESTWOOD 

The Red River Lumber Com- 
pany 32 is at present in switch- 
ing service at Hall’s Flat while 
the Fruit Growers Supply com- 
pany is using their only service- 
able rod engine No. 2 (2-6-2) in 
road service between the camp 
and Westwood Junction. The W. 
P. Bieber line is seeing some 
miscellaneous equipment but 
photographs are definitely bar- 
red.—Johnson 

sites aa 

The Court Flight Incline Rail- 
way stopped October Ist due to 
a shortage of labor and declining 
patronage. The block long cable 
line in Los Angeles had in recent 
years been mainly used to serve 
auto parkers on the top of the 
hill. 
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Late Flashes 


As we go to press comes the 
news that the Western Pacific 
and the Sante Fe have filed in- 
corporation papers with the Cali- 
fornia Railroad Commission for 
the Oakland Terminal Railway 
to operate the Key System hold- 
ings of the former Oakland 
Terminal Railroad on the Oak- 
land waterfront. 

Southern Pacific MW-220 is 
now a tank engine. Hercules 
Powder company switcher No. 2 
was overhauled at the Sacra- 
mento shops recently. 

The Central California Trac- 
tion street cars are turning back 
at 8th and I streets and the Sac- 
ramento Northern birneys are 
turning back at 8th and M streets 
during the rush hours. 

ee eee 
OLD TROLLY RAILS 
SOLD FOR WAR SCRAP 


Last remaining tracks of the 
old Peninsular Railway in San 
Jose have been sold to the RFC 
for war scrap by the city, who 
acquired title when the line was 
abandoned. 

The city of Eugene, 
has also sold_ the 


Oregon, 
remaining 
tracks of street car operations in 
that city once operated by the 
Southern Pacific. 

eS ee 


The new S.P. 44-ton diesel 
switchers are numbered in the 
1900 series and some are in ser- 
vice in Oakland. 

— & — 

The Sierra Railroad has aband- 
oned all truck and bus opera- 
tions and are again a 100 per- 
cent railroad company. 


With Our Railfans 


Among the railfans who have 
picked up railroad jobs since the 
national emergency started in- 
clude: Richard Biermann, con- 
ductor with the Market Street 
Railway; Bob Wendt, fireman 
with the Western Pacific; Arthur 
Lloyd, yardman with the Napa 
Valley. Renegades include Jim 
Cloney, ticket agent with Grey- 
hound (previous to induction); 
Robert Burrowes ticket agent for 
Greyhound; and Francis Guido, 
motor coach operator in San 
Mateo. 


Some of the local fans have 
been stalking the Santa Cruz 
Lumber Company and on Novem- 
ber 11th had an excursion over 
the 4-mile logging line. The party 
included Bill Dessert, Ted Rench, 
and Albert Kertz. Further ex- 
plorations in the Santa Cruz 
mountains are under considera- 
tion by the Northern Cal’s pen- 
insular division. 


Wilbur C. Whittaker has been 
in the south this month photo- 
graphing the San Diego Electric. 
He has bagged most of the cars 
by now. 

Induction hasn’t stopped Doug 
Richter for the franking privil- 
ege has only increased the num- 
ber of letters he is sending out. 

— 

The following Bay Area fans 
are now known to be in the ser- 
vice: Birney Miller, John Car- 
rick, Douglas Richter, Guy Duns- 
comb, Al Rose, Guy Cross, 
Charles Smallwood, Vernon Sap- 
pers, Jim Cloney, Ray Tufeson, 
Sidney Somerfeld, Addison Laf- 
lin, Al Phelps. Send in your list. 





